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Stepping Stone staff and residents wish 
to extend a heart felt thank you to all of 
those individuals who helped make our 
holiday season extra special.  Year after 
year, individuals and groups from 
around the community donate holiday 
gifts to our youth.  A special thank you 
to the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Centre County’s “A Book for Every 
Child, A Gift for All Seasons” program 
for all of the wonderful books, to the 
PSU Outreach Office for the generous 
gifts, and to the State College Presbyte-
rian Church for their Angel Tree gift 
donations.   

What is a holiday season without a ginger-
bread house!  Residents, with the help of Resi-
dential Counselor Katherine Norris and Life 
Skills Coordinator Dene’ Coyle transformed 
yummy treats into a spectacular gingerbread 
house.  Resembling the likes of 334 South 
Burrowes Street, the house even had a pretzel 
rod fire escape!  Staff was quite impressed 
with the creativity of our residents.  Great job 
TLP! 
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Stepping Stone is an 8 bed transitional living program located in State College, 
Pennsylvania.  Licensed by the Department of Public Welfare, the program 
serves placement and homeless youth between the ages of 16 and 21 for up to 
18 months of programming.  Our program’s primary mission is to provide 
youth with a nurturing, supportive, and challenging environment conducive to 
learning the independent living skills needed to make the transition to self-
sufficiency.  Stepping Stone is one of many programs of the Centre County 
Youth Service Bureau. 
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TLP Norms: Communication 

      
 

     Meet Dene’ Coyle, our Life Skills 
Coordinator.  Dene’ began employment 
with Stepping Stone in June of 2006.  
Prior to being promoted to Life Skills 
coordinator, Dene’ was one of our Resi-
dential Counselors. 
     Dene’ grew up in Lock Haven, Penn-
sylvania.  After high school, she attended 
Duquesne University, in Western, PA and 
double majored in Political Science and 
Psychology.   
     Dene’ enjoys working at Stepping 

Stone for several reasons.  First, she en-
joys applying the skills she learned in 
college in a practical setting, when teach-
ing youth life skills.  Also, she enjoys the 
fun, interactive environment that comes 
along with working in a residential set-
ting.   
     When not hard at work, Dene’ enjoys 
reading, knitting, sewing, listening to and 
watching music and movies, scrap book-
ing, playing cards, and rooting for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 

 
 
Did you know…Each week at Stepping 
Stone’s resident and staff House Meeting, 
a youth who has demonstrated appropri-
ate behaviors in one of the norm catego-
ries, or who has gone over and above 
normal expectations, is acknowledged in 
front of his/her peers and can choose 
from a list of “Norm Rewards.”  These 
rewards include such things as a 1/2 hour 
curfew extension, a free hygiene product, 

     Norms at Stepping Stone are expecta-
tions we hope each of our youth and staff 
adopt, in order to create a positive, goal-
driven environment in the house.  Com-
munication is one of our norms.  All 
youth and staff are expected to follow the 
following communication norms: 

• No shouting or screaming 

• Talk directly to a person when you 
have a problem or issue with them; 
do not speak about them behind their 

back 

• Talk problems out 

• Give yourself time before speaking 
on or confronting a problem or issue 
so that your words come out in a ma-
ture, calm, and appropriate manner 

• Do not make “smart” comments 
about others (this includes talking 
underneath your breath) 

• No swearing 
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Thank you Dene’ for all of your hard work! 

A resident hard at work on the computer Catatonic (“Cat-Cat”) staying cozy inside  
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University Baptist and Brethren Church 
Al and Betty Blackadar 
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Cindy and Steve Carpenter 
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Tom King 
Joe and Lucy Loomis 
Vera, Mark and Julien Nagarajan 
Margie and Greg Nye 
Herman and Jane Richey 
Charles and Lee Rutschky 
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Dorothy Wiggins 
Bobbie Beebe 
PSU Outreach Office 
Laurie Chertow 
State College Presbyterian Church 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
     Centre Co. 
Shirley April 
Travis Peterson 
Bonnie Spetzer, Crimestoppers 
Mary Jean Murgas 
Michelle Lohr 
Tapestry of Health 

2006/2007 Donor List those who have donated time, goods, service, etc. 

Dagmar Wilson 
Elizabeth Plozner 
Ellen and David DeAntonio 
Mike DeAntonio 
Jane Graham 
Anson McClellan 
Melissa McDonnel 
Peter Kauffman 
Brandon Zlupko 
Jim Karchner 
Andra Reason 
Bernadette Price 
Anne Smith 
Michele Reese 
Matt Conrad 
Karen Rhode 
 Heather Trimpey 
Shannon Weaver 
Steve Weaver 
Meredith Monroe 
Meggan Quinn 
Sue Sherburne 
Mike Miller 
Annie Troyan 
David Kilmer 
Maureen and Roger Garthwaite 
Isabell Myers 
Michelle Chronister 
Ali Mohammed Ali Al Agri 
Sgt. Pamphile 

Tyra Grant 
Courtney Molinaro 
Amanda Brown 
Adrienne Squire 
Charity Renfro 
Mashea Williams 
Brianne O’Rourke 
Rashida Marks 
Linda Strauss 
Julie Cryan 
Debbie Reynolds 
Jim “Smiley” Burket 
Bob Cain 
Dana Aschman 
Kris Peterson 
PSU Lady Lion Basketball 
Seligmen Friedman 
Penn State Hospitality Services 
Lowes of State College 
State College Volleyball League 
United Church of Christ 
PSU Waste Not Project 
John Sheridan 
The Second Mile 
Anne Slawson 
Corey Whitesell 
Marggie Kozak 
Dallas Luke 
Janice Nickerson 
Steve Baker 

Peter Shaw 
Katherine Norris 
Kate Sager 
Dene’ Coyle 
Forever Broadcasting 
Richard Kilhofer 
Jacki Taas 
Ruben Guillermo 
Bruce Homan 
Meagan Collins 
Nicole Tabatabai 
Josh King 
Katie Brunner 
Andrea Jacono 
Jane Votal 
Stephanie Workman 
The AIDS Project 
Healthworks 
Philadelphia 76’ers 
Corey Cook, WRC 
Mansour Khalid Al-Omran 
PSU International Speakers 
Karen Haar 
Swing Phi Swing 
Paul Newfeld 
Carl Bankert 
State College YMCA 
Hanan Bashir Bait-Ovardoon 
Kim Valenza 
Dave Felice 

*Tax exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  The official registration and financial information of the Centre Co. Youth Service 
Bureau may be obtained from the PA Dept. of State by calling toll-free , within, PA, 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement. 

If you or someone you know would like to apply 
for admission, please call to reserve a slot in our 
interview schedule and to ask for an application 
(our application can also be accessed online at 
www.ccysb.com).  Please be aware that Step-
ping Stone is not an emergency shelter.  If you 
would like to know more about the program, we 
do offer tours of our facility and can send you 
further information. 

Need to Make a Referral? 

Stepping Stone Transitional Living Program 

TLP Fun Facts! 
Did you know Stepping Stone’s weekly life skill work-
shops are open to youth in the community?  If you, or 
you know a youth who may want to attend our weekly 

workshops held every Wednesday from 7pm –8pm, 
please call Kate Sager, Assistant Director, or Dene’ 

Coyle, Life Skills Coordinator at (814) 234-2632. 

 

Did you know that Stepping Stone accepts volunteers?  
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please 
contact Jennifer Hitz, Director of Shelter and Inde-
pendent Living Services at (814) 234-2632 or (814) 

234-0803 to discuss volunteering opportunities. 

Children and youth have a right to be safe at all times.  The safety of our children and youth in our agency is our number one 
priority.  We expect everyone associated with the Youth Service Bureau to support children and youth’s safety and well-being. 
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334 South Burrowes Street 
State College, PA  16801 

Upcoming Events: 

Snow Tubing    February 15th   7pm-10pm 

Life Skill Workshops  Every Wednesday  7pm-8pm 

*Alumni residents interested in joining us for activities, please call us at (814)234-2632. 

Reminder: If your 
address has 

changed or if you 
would like to be 

removed from our 
mailing list, please 
contact Kate Sager 
at (814)234-2632 

or via email at 
ksager@ccysb.com Contact Info: 

Jennifer Hitz, Director of Shelter and Independent Living Services  Andrew Charnosky, Aftercare Coordinator (Including non-residential services) 
(814) 234-2632 or (814) 234-0803     (814) 234-2834 
jhitz@ccysb.com      acharnosky@ccysb.com 
 
Kate Sager, Assistant Director (Newsletter Editor)    Dene’ Coyle, Life Skills Coordinator (life skill workshop contact) 
(814) 234-2632      (814) 234-2632 
ksager@ccysb.com      dcoyle@ccysb.com 


