Dear Friends,

It is with a heavy heart that we at the Youth Service Bureau (YSB) speak in the wake of recent events.  We are privy to no more information than the general community, and therefore are in no position to speak to the specifics.  This is an important time, however, to speak to the enormous responsibility we all hold in protecting children.  

Here at YSB, our primary objective is to keep children safe.  We believe that children and youth have a right to be safe at all times.  Sadly, safety is sometimes violated.  When this happens, our community is rich with resources to help.  We urge anyone who is experiencing pain as a result of the current situation to take advantage of those resources.  Youth as well as parents are welcome to call the YSB hotline at 814-234-2100 to talk things over.  The Women’s Resource Centre offers help to victims and their families and can be reached at 814-234-5050.  Reports of suspected child abuse can be reported by calling ChildLine at 800-932-0313.    
The Staff and Board of Directors of the YSB offer our heartfelt support to all victims of child sexual abuse and child abuse in any form.  It is our fervent hope that anyone in need will reach out; we are here to help.  Further, we hope that this situation will not stop a single, well-meaning man or woman from extending themselves to help a child.  Children need us.  Now is not the time to be fearful, it is the time to step up and give selflessly to help meet their needs.  

Andrea H. Boyles, CEO

